
October 11, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

October 11, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny 

Turner presiding. Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene 

Teague, Mark Stroud and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Police Chief Sean Dunn.    

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council 

Member Stroud, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member 

Stroud, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; and Mayor Turner, 

aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection1, and (B) Consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or 

probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  Mayor Turner stated that Council would recess 

from closed session and would reconvene at the end of the Council meeting.  

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Bowles and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor 

Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Hear a proclamation read designating October 2016 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

in the City of Martinsville – Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation.  Patricia Via was 

presented the proclamation along with two City logo caps.  Ms. Via, a seven year breast cancer 

survivor said that the local foundation was organized in memory of her mother.  Fundraising 

efforts this past year paid for fifty mammograms for local women.  The Martinsville foundation 

also won $50,000 in funding at Lewis Gale hospital for anyone wishing to be tested for the 

BRCA1 gene.  Ms. Via introduced other members of the foundation who were present at the 

meeting.  Since 2012, the foundation has raised over $97,000.  Vice Mayor Bowles thanked 

Via for her work and for providing armbands for local high school athletes so they can show 

support.  Council Member Stroud asked how citizens wishing to be screened would proceed.  

Via said all contact information could be found on the website www.mlccancerfoundation.org.   

http://www.mlccancerfoundation.org/


October 11, 2016 

 

Consider approval of minutes from the September 26, 2016 Neighborhood Meeting and 

the September 27, 2016 Council Meeting – Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve 

the minutes; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles with a 5-0 Council vote in favor.  

Mayor Turner stated that one of his comments was misquoted and needed to be corrected.  

The Clerk of Council made note of the correction.  Hodge made a motion to approve the 

minutes as amended; Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members in favor.   

Presentation of proclamation regarding Extra Mile Day 2016 – Council Member Hodge 

read the proclamation that will be signed and mailed to the Extra Mile Foundation. 



October 11, 2016 

 

Consider adoption of a resolution urging the General Assembly to establish a regional 

transportation district for the New River-Roanoke-Southside region – City Manager Towarnicki 

summarized Senator Stanley’s attendance at the previous meeting and the information he 

provided.  In an August meeting, it was discussed how I-73 can move forward and ideas were 

discussed how other locations operate with a transportation authority.  He stated that it will 

be hard to receive any additional state funding.  Council Member Hodge said concerns have 

been raised that local public transportation has been “lacking” and if I-73 fails she asked 

could the City use those funds raised to expand other public transportation. Towarnicki said 

to his knowledge that could be an option but he would check into it to be sure.  Hodge said 

she wants to be sure that local transportation be considered before I-73.  Council Member 

Teague said he feels strongly that a Martinsville representative should have a seat on the 

transportation board.  Vice Mayor Bowles said she had reservations previously about whether 

the funds would go towards I73 and she hopes that the board will monitor that. Mayor Turner 

said benefits include the bypass on the Western end of the county and the opportunity to tie 

into the loop around Greensboro.  Council Member Stroud confirmed that another RADAR bus 

would be added later this year. Council Member Teague made a motion to approve the 

resolution as presented; Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor. 



October 11, 2016 

 

Hear an update from West Piedmont Workforce Investment Board – Lisa Fultz shared 

statistics with Council regarding first quarter 2016 Workforce traffic count, locality of 

residence, reason for visits, request for referrals, individuals in training and credentials 

attained, and employer services.  She pointed out that most visitors are there for 

unemployment benefit claims or use of the resource room.  The resource room is set up with 

computers, is handicap accessible and staff works well with anyone with a language barrier.  

Residents are provided with basic resume assistance, job matching account creation, 

information on workshops, assistance on job application, etc. at no cost. The office is located 

at 233 West Commonwealth Boulevard, Martinsville. WIOA funding is focused on higher 

paying, permanent positions.  Facebook has been vital in reaching people in areas of open 

positions.  Fultz explained the Youth Employment Services program. She appeals to those 

organizations and individuals that work closely with area youth to help WIB become less 

governmental and more focused on relating to the new generation.  Fultz detailed ride 

solutions including ride share and said additional information and applications can be found 

online.  The Martinsville center offers extended hours on Tuesday until 7:00pm, traditional 

hours are 8:30-5:00.  She welcomes input and suggestions from Council on the local plan.   



October 11, 2016 

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – City Manager Towarnicki explained what the 

reappropriations include.  Finance Director Conover said those items listed should be all 

reappropriations needed and audit should be complete by November 30, 2016.  Council 

Member Teague made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member 

Stroud seconded the motion with all members voting in favor.  



October 11, 2016 

 

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Stroud said his hip 

replacement surgery went well and he appreciates all the well wishes and prayers.  Council 

Member Teague said he and others attended VML sessions – splitting sessions between him, 

Bowles, Hodge and Towarnicki so they could receive maximum information.  He said it was a 

good way to see what other localities are dealing with and an opportunity to network.  Vice 

Mayor Bowles congratulated Teague who is now a member of the VML executive committee.  

Bowles attended the Vice Presidential debate to network and advocate on behalf of the City.  

Teague said they discussed lottery proceeds for localities; Council Member Hodge added that 

the discussion was to delay the decision for a year but to request a JLARC review now.  She 

confirmed that there is interest from other localities.  Mayor Turner had asked Towarnicki and 



October 11, 2016 
the Tourism Office to declare Martinsville an accommodating city in case of emergency during 

the hurricane the week before.  Turner said Governor Pence has agreed to sign some of the 

pink Martinsville hats that will be donated to the Cancer society for auction. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki shared that Martinsville 

received a Gold Level award from Stairway to Success, which will be presented to the school 

system.   

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Ural Harris of 217 Stewart Street says he was 

asked about traffic on Peters Street where cars are parking on both sides and causing trouble 

for moving traffic.  He asked that Chief Dunn and the Traffic Commission take a look at this 

location.  City Manager Towarnicki said there might need to be signage to prevent parking in 

specific areas of the street.  Council Member Hodge says that Sunday is especially 

troublesome.   

Council reconvened to closed session.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each 

returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open 

meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Bowles, seconded by Teague, with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Teague, aye; 

Council Member Stroud, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member 

Hodge, aye. 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Teague to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Bowles with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

955pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


